
Exodus 20:1-17
“And God spoke all these words, saying: ‘I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage.
‘You shall have no other gods before Me.
‘You shall not make for yourself a carved 
image—any likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth; you shall not bow down to them 
nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, 
am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 
the fathers upon the children to the third 
and fourth generations of those who hate 
Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to 
those who love Me and keep My com-
mandments.
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‘You shall not take the name of the Lord 
your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltless who takes His name in vain.
‘Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy. Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord your God. In it you shall 
do no work: you, nor your son, nor your 
daughter, nor your male servant, nor your 
female servant, nor your cattle, nor your 
stranger who is within your gates. For in 
six days the Lord made the heavens and 
the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
and rested the seventh day. Therefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hal-
lowed it.
‘Honor your father and your mother, that 
your days may be long upon the land 
which the Lord your God is giving you.
‘You shall not murder.
‘You shall not commit adultery.
‘You shall not steal.
‘You shall not bear false witness against 
your neighbor.
‘You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; 
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
nor his male servant, nor his female ser-
vant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor any-
thing that is your neighbor’s.’ ”
Deuteronomy 4:13

“So He declared to you His covenant which 
He commanded you to perform, the Ten 
Commandments; and He wrote them on 
two tablets of stone.”

Patriarchs and Prophets, 371
“The law of God was the basis of this 
covenant [the new covenant], which 
was simply an arrangement for bringing 
men again into harmony with the divine 
will, placing them where they could obey 
God’s law.”
Matthew 5:18

“For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will 
by no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled.”
Patriarchs and Prophets, 52

“The law of God is as sacred as God Him-
self. It is a revelation of His will, a tran-
script of His character, the expression of 
divine love and wisdom. The harmony 
of creation depends upon the perfect 
conformity of all beings, of everything, 
animate and inanimate, to the law of the 
Creator. God has ordained laws for the 
government, not only of living beings, but 
of all the operations of nature. Everything 
is under fixed laws, which cannot be dis-
regarded. But while everything in nature 
is governed by natural laws, man alone, of 
all that inhabits the earth, is amenable to 
moral law. To man, the crowning work of 
creation, God has given power to under-
stand His requirements, to comprehend 
the justice and beneficence of His law, 
and its sacred claims upon him; and of 
man unswerving obedience is required.”
James 2:10-12

“For whoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty 



of all.  For He who said, ‘Do not commit 
adultery,’ also said, ‘Do not murder.’ Now 
if you do not commit adultery, but you do 
murder, you have become a transgressor 
of the law. So speak and so do as those 
who will be judged by the law of liberty.”
Counsels for the Church, 261, 262

“When the Lord delivered His people Isra-
el from Egypt and committed to them His 
law, He taught them that by the obser-
vance of the Sabbath they were to be dis-
tinguished from idolaters. It was this that 
made the distinction between those who 
acknowledge the sovereignty of God and 
those who refuse to accept Him as their 
Creator and King. ‘It is a sign between 
Me and the children of Israel forever,’ the 
Lord said. ‘Wherefore the children of Isra-
el shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the 
Sabbath throughout their generations, for 
a perpetual covenant.’ Exodus 31:17, 16.

“As the Sabbath was the sign that distin-
guished Israel when they came out of 
Egypt to enter the earthly Canaan, so it 
is the sign that now distinguishes God’s 
people as they come out from the world 
to enter the heavenly rest. The Sabbath is 
a sign of the relationship existing between 
God and His people, a sign that they hon-
or His law. It distinguishes between His 
loyal subjects and transgressors. …

“To us as to Israel the Sabbath is given ‘for 
a perpetual covenant [Exodus 31:16].’ To 
those who reverence His holy day the 
Sabbath is a sign that God recognizes 
them as His chosen people. It is a pledge 
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that He will fulfill to them His covenant. 
Every soul who accepts the sign of God’s 
government places himself under the 
divine, everlasting covenant. He fastens 
himself to the golden chain of obedience, 
every link of which is a promise.”
1 John 5:3

“For this is the love of God, that we keep 
His commandments. And His command-
ments are not burdensome.”
Early Writings, 217

“I was shown that the law of God would 
stand fast forever, and exist in the new 
earth to all eternity. At the creation, 
when the foundations of the earth were 
laid, the sons of God looked with admira-
tion upon the work of the Creator, and all 
the heavenly host shouted for joy. It was 
then that the foundation of the Sabbath 
was laid. At the close of the six days of 
creation, God rested on the seventh day 
from all His work which He had made; 
and He blessed the seventh day and sanc-
tified it, because that in it He had rested 
from all His work. The Sabbath was insti-
tuted in Eden before the fall, and was ob-
served by Adam and Eve, and all the heav-
enly host. God rested on the seventh day, 
and blessed and hallowed it. I saw that 
the Sabbath never will be done away; but 
that the redeemed saints, and all the an-
gelic host, will observe it in honor of the 
great Creator to all eternity.”
Signs of the Times, November 30, 1904

“God’s character is revealed in the pre-
cepts of His law. This is the reason why 

Satan wishes this law to be made of none 
effect. But notwithstanding all his efforts, 
the law stands forth holy and unchanged. 
It is a transcript of God’s character. It can-
not be impeached or altered.”
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